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Using the Wrong Tool 

In terms of the spiritual journey, trying 

to find faith with the intellectual cen-

ter is something like trying 

to play a violin with a saw: 

it’s simply the wrong tool 

for the job.   This 

is one reason why all religious 

traditions have universally in-

sisted that religious life cannot 

be done with the mind alone; that is 

the biggest single impediment to spir-

itual becoming.  

Cynthia Bourgeault  

Source: The Wisdom Way of Knowing 

 

John Wesley would agree! Spiritual life 

is a combination of intellect, heart, and 

practice. It involves immersing our-

selves in prayer, scripture, worship 

and just living intentionally. Sometimes 

we used the wrong tools or ways, and 

cannot figure out why we feel so spir-

itually alone. 

When a person joins the United Meth-

odist Church, they are asked to 

“faithfully participating in its ministries 

by your prayers, your presence, your 

gifts, your service, and your witness. 

(Note: the word “witness was added 

at the 2008 General Conference). 

Our membership vows proclaim that 

we will: 1. Be in prayer for Parchment 

United Methodist Church, (as well as 

the whole UMC!) 2. We will be pre-

sent in worship, (being present helps 

us to connect with God, as well as 

helps others, we might be the person 

someone else needs to see next Sun-

day!)  3. We will give faithfully to sup-

port the operations and ministry of 

the church, (giving of our resources is 

a declaration that God has blessed us, 

and we will bless others. It is a faithful 

response to the previous generation 

and the future of the next!)  4. We 

will share our time and talents in ser-

vice, inside and outside the church 

walls, and 5. We will be a witness to 

others, sharing the love of Christ, and 

inviting all to a life in Christ. 

 

When we start to feel disconnected 

from God, often it is because we have 

not been paying attention to these 

parts of our life. We might be using 

the wrong tool, and hoping for a posi-

tive result. 

 

I encourage each of us to consider 

how we are living into our member-

ship vows. I have an expectation as the 

pastor, that each member will try as 

best as their ability allows to be faith-

ful followers of Christ. I believe that 

these 5 ways are helpful!  

 

If you are struggling, today might be a 

day to revisit our membership pledge. 

(BTW, they are in our hymnal, page 

38) 

 

Rev. Thom 

From the desk of…                Reverend Thomas Davenport 
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Head Ushers for  October:  Nancy Mulder & Lela Johnson 

Trustee on Duty for October:  Dave Schmitt 

October 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 

9:15 Sunday 
School 

10:30 Worship 

3 4 

Family Fun Night 
6-9pm 

Boy Scouts 
6:30pm 

5 6 7 8 

9 

9:15 Sunday 
School  

8am Men’s 
Breakfast 

10:30 Worship 

10 

Red Cross Blood 
Drive Noon-6pm 

 
Basketball 6:30 

11 

Family Fun Night 
6-9pm 

12 13 14 15 

16 

9:15 Sunday 
School 

 

10:30 Worship 

17 

Newsletter Arti-
cles Due 

 
Basketball 6:30 

18 

Family Fun Night 
6-9pm 

Worship Comm 
6:30pm 

19 20 

Trustee Mtg 7pm 

21 22 

23 

9:15 Sunday 
School 

 

10:30 Worship 

24 

Finance Comm 

6:30pm 

Basketball 6:30 

25 

Family Fun Night 
6-9pm 

Leadership 
Council 7 pm 

26 

Cub Scouts 
Comm. Mtg 

6:30pm 

27 28 29 

30 

9:15 Sunday 

School 

10:30 Worship 

4-6pm Trunk or 

Treat 

31 

Basketball 6:30 
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Kudos to… 

 Our Fellowship Committee and the entire congregation 

for a scrumptious Rally Day potluck dinner! The home-

made recipes were plentiful and out-of-this-world yummy.  

 Bill Kriekard who must have gotten ‘dish pan hands’ from 

all the dishes he did after the potluck dinner! Thanks, Bill. 

   WORSHIP ATTENDANCE    

      September 4   61 
      September 11 128 
      September 18 108 
      September 25 105  

RED CROSS BLOOD 

DRIVE 

Monday, October 10th 

Noon to 6:00 pm 

15th Harold & Joy Minor (‘77) 

19th Howard & Kim Campbell (‘85) 

1   Richard Campbell 

     Connor Miley 

2 Greg Kolich 

4 Patricia Parker 

4    David Cooper 

5 Gen Parker 

6 Sue DeWard 

      Kay Wynn 

7 Mary Kennedy 

9 Maisie Stears 

11 Carol Jones 

12 Chris Ireland 

16 Leah Opdycke 

      Sophie Opdycke 

 

17  Marie Mahieu 

      Molly Moore 

19 Cameron Gumper 

     Kelly Hancox 

     Don Main 

21 Aiden Smith 

22 Phyllis Bowers 

23  Nancie Closson 

     Marjorie Schmitt 

24 Hannah Gillespie 

26 Robert O’Boyle 

     Haley Smith 

27 Jenny Opdycke 

30  Helen Norris 

      Virginia Overloop 

 

The Adult Sunday School class would 

like to invite you to share in a study of 

the famous people of the Old Testa-

ment.  The class meets downstairs 

across from the preschool at 9:15 am. 

We hope you can join us! 

Thank you, Barb Glennon, for making 

sympathy and get well greeting cards 

available in the Social Hall for the entire 

congregation to sign. 
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The United Methodist Churches in the United States  continue to support missionary  

work in Africa.  We will be contributing this fall to the New Life Center (supporting 

Missionary Delbert Groves) and to Lord’s Mountain Orphanage (supporting Pastor 

Bernard & Betty Lumene. 

The following is an excerpt from a recent email: 

Greetings from Lord’s Mountain Orphanage, Zambezi, Africa 

Dear Friends, 

In April the plan has been to finish the roofing of the open part of the multipurpose room that was started 2 years ago with the 

financial support of the many United Methodist Churches in the United States.  The builders are yet to finish plastering  before 

working on the floors, which will be covered with PVC tiles.  This is in the main room only. 

Electricians are on site, and painters are on call and will paint everything.  Carpenters are making 11 doors also. 

We want to tell you about the importance of agriculture here as we are growing MAIZE and SWEET POTATOES with the help 

of the boys and girls that live here.  These foods are the base of our diet.  We can’t close without telling you how much your 

support is appreciated and we give thanks to GOD for your love and prayers that have brought us this far.  May the LORD’S 

name be glorified. 

~Pastor Benard & Betty Lumene 

MISSIONS 

It was good to hear Dave Hamman on Sunday, September 11 in the Social Hall talk 

about the effort that is being spent on making the Papillion Orphanage in Haiti a 

home to the children who have no home. 

 

Our contribution, like many others, helps to make this home a good Christian ex-

perience for children who need it. 

 

We will be able to help again on Sunday, December 13th.  Please give generously. 

 

Thank you! 

Dean Clark 
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Holiday Bazaar Fast Approaching! 
 

Fall is here and the Holiday Bazaar is only a few short weeks away!  The annual Holiday 

Bazaar will be held on Saturday, November 12, 9 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. in the Social Hall.  We 

look forward to your support and donations of homemade gifts and food items.  You 

can drop off your items for the bazaar on Thursday and Friday, November 10-11, be-

tween 9:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. in the Social Hall. 

 

The format will be similar to last year with an amazing food display, a beautiful quilt to 

raffle, specialty candy and nuts from the Men’s Group, gifts from the Missions Commit-

tee, and a few vendors.  The UMW will be making gift baskets again this year, however 

contributions to the baskets should be in addition to your contribution of crafts and 

baked goods.   

 

Both a continental breakfast and a soup luncheon will be available.  A lot of emphasis 

will be put on advertising the event this year, including new yard signs, social media and 

personal invitations to our neighboring churches. 
 

 

THANKSGIVING FOOD BASKETS 

 

Again this year we will be providing food baskets to Parchment-area families over 

the Thanksgiving holiday.  The baskets will be packed on Friday, November 18 

with pick-up at the church on Saturday, November 19.  The organization of this 

event is being spearheaded by the Weavers Group, but there are ways for all to 

participate.  We will most likely need to purchase some or all of the turkeys as 

well as perishable items such as milk, bread, etc.  If you would like to make a do-

nation to help cover the cost of these items, please see Nancy Lenz or Cheryl 

Baker.  Volunteers will also be appreciated for both packing and distribution. 

Thanks for your help! 

The Weavers Group 

 

 



 

 

A note from the pastor, regarding Hospital and Home visits… 

 

Hi everyone, just a friendly note to say I really do want to know when a person is going 

into the hospital or is in need of a home visit. It is a way that I can connect with you for 

prayer and pastoral care. I also very much appreciate it when folks let me know before 

they go to the hospital, even if they are not wanting a pastoral visit. This will help me be 

aware of what folks need and expect. As you probably know, I am still getting to know 

everyone and am not always aware of everyone’s situation. And, of course, I don’t read minds, SOOOO… I 

really am grateful when folks let me know. Please don’t assume that someone else has already told me…

being reminded by several folks is a good thing! I hold you all in prayer, and especially when you are healing. 

My phone number (269-762-3159) is always printed on the back of the bulletin, along with my email address. 

Of course you can call the office and leave a message as well. Thank you so much for keeping me in “the 

LOOP!” 

                                                                        Rev. Thom 

Meet our new District Superintendent: Dwayne Bagley 
 

Michigan United Methodists are invited to attend an Installation Service for the three new District Superinten-

dents appointed by Bishop Deborah Lieder Kiesey. 

The Rev. John Hice began service to the Crossroads District on July 1. New leader of the Saginaw Bay District 

is the Rev. David Kim. The Rev. Dwayne Bagley has joined the Cabinet as the Kalamazoo 

District Superintendent. 

 

The service will be on Sunday, October 9th at 3:00 pm at DeWitt Redeemer United Method-

ist Church.  

Sponsored by the three District Committees on the Superintendency, this is an opportunity 

to meet and greet these spiritual shepherds and administrative leaders. 

Pastor Thom is planning to be at this service, and he has 3 spots in his car for anyone 

who would like to attend! 

 

Meet our new Bishop: David Bard 
 

Bishop David A. Bard and his wife, Julie, have arrived in Lansing to begin leadership among the United Method-

ists of Michigan. 

 

Getting to know the state –its regions, its gifts…its people – will be a priority in 

those first few months on this side of the state line. Each event will include a worship 

service, with Bishop Bard preaching, followed by a reception. 

Pastors and laity from the four corners of Michigan are invited to welcome Bishop 

Bard and his family. 

 

Mark calendars now for  

 Sunday, October 16, 2016: Kalamazoo First UMC, 212 S. Park Street, Kalamazoo MI, 3:00 pm 

Pastor Thom will be in attendance, and invites everyone to come and meet our new episcopal leader!  
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Rummage sale - a big success ! 

All the hard work of the volunteers (sorting, pricing, selling) paid off!  Kandie Wood, the 

United Methodist Women’s Treasurer, reported sales of $1,119.00. 

The items that were not sold (two full loads) were taken to the Kalamazoo Gospel Mission 

by Russ Sandefur. 

Thanks, too, to all those who donated items!  ...couldn’t do it without you. 

BASKETBALL FOR ALL! 

The First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo will host basketball in our 

PUMC gym again this year.  This activity begins Monday, October 10th at 6:30 

pm.  First UMC has co-ed players as young as 12 and as old as, well, they didn’t 

want to disclose that!!  Please join them for a fun way to get some exercise and 

to meet new friends. 

There was a preacher who fell in the ocean and he couldn't swim.  When a boat came by, the captain 

yelled, "Do you need help, sir?" The preacher calmly said "No, God will save me." A little later, another 

boat came by and a fisherman asked, "Hey, do you need help?" The preacher replied again, "No, God will 

save me."  Eventually the preacher drowned and went to heaven.  The preacher asked God, "Why didn't 

you save me?" God replied, "Fool, I sent you two boats!"  

TRUNK OR TREAT!!! 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30th  4-6pm 

Parking Lot and Social Hall 

Sponsored by the Education Committee 

 

There will be games, refreshments, and a SCARY HALL in the Social Hall area, plus open (vehicle) 

trunks in our parking lot where children come by each one and receive candy.  Local businesses and 

schools have been asked to participate.  Join in the fun! 
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