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From the desk of…  Reverend Thomas A. Davenport 

Church in the time of Covid… 
The Church has never closed, never ceased worship, 

never stopped. The church buildings have postponed 

worship gatherings, but the Church is always alive and 

vibrant, just in new ways. 

I have watched lately as the UM Church has jumped 

into the clean-up in Mid-Michigan Flood areas. I have 

listened to the prophetic words of United Methodists decrying the systemic racism 

that is moving through the country and the news. I have lamented with brothers and 

sisters as we stand against this oppression. 

I also have seen how we have cared for one another, especially those who may be iso-

lated or alone! I have enjoyed hearing the story of how some have taken their smart 

phones and tablets over to friends who do not have computers, to share our weekly 

YouTube message. 

One of the biggest responsibilities facing us as a congregation is this: How do we re-

main connected and together, safe and healthy, and still find ways to worship the Living 

God?  

Many churches have chosen to postpone gathering face to face. Other congregations 

have been creative, with “Drive-In” church, in the parking lot. Others have ignored the 

safe practices and worshiped as usual. (there have been dangerous consequences from 

this). 

Other churches have met together, but stay 6 feet apart, no touching, no singing, no 

“Coffee and Conversation”. 

The Leadership Council of Parchment UMC will be meeting soon and coming up with a 

plan which, hopefully, will be safe, meaningful, creative, and connecting. 

I want to say, that I am as anxious to gather again as many of you are. I am missing all 

of our time together, and I grieve that we cannot, have not, been in each other’s pres-

ence for so long. 

I am also anxious about keeping everyone safe. As I have talked with folks, many ex-

press the same things, and also share that they are not ready to come back due to 

health or age concerns. This is the reality we are facing.  

So, stay tuned, stay connected. When you are lonely, pick up the phone, or write a 

letter! Send an email or Zoom with friends.  

And watch for news from the Leadership of the Congregation. 

Pastor Thom 
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The church office is not open at this time. 
Pastor Thom continues to check the mailbox and 
answer machine, and Kathe checks the email 
from home. 
 
If you have questions, please email the office at: 

umcparchment@gmail.com 
or 

Pastor Thom at: 
pastorthomm@hotmail.com 

 
Pastor Thom posts a video of his worship mes-
sage weekly.  It’s a ‘must-see’! You can find his 
videos on our website at: 

www.parchmentumc.org 
or 

on Facebook 
 

And you might receive them in your email 
inbox! 

 
Share them with people you love. 

 7  Gordon & Marie Mahieu (‘58) 

13  David & Vicki Carr (‘71) 

14  Dale & Sharon Smith (‘69) 

20  Russ & Donna Sandefur (‘70) 

21  Ron & Nancy Feniger (‘80) 

25  Steve & Janeen Docsa (‘83) 

26  Tom & Mary Metzler (‘71) 

 1  Lee Buist 

 1  Norm Jones 

 2  Margaret Burton 

 6  Molly Ireland 

 6  Lucas Kuhnert 

 8  Lois Adams 

10  Dale Smith 

10  Hazel Warnicke 

11  Bob Hamilton 

12  Shelby Grihalva 

13  Kathe Brenay 

14  Heather McKinney 

15  Beth Ireland 

16  Larry Ballentine 

21  Alec Gumper 

22  Eva Cunningham 

23  Donna Heighton 

23 Linda Markham 

24  Howard Campbell 

24  Chelsea Campbell 

27  Colton Gumper 

28  Hanks Bowers 

28  Lela Johnson 

28  Danielle Smith 

29  Stephen Kuhnert 

29  Anna Mae Miller 

30  Violet Miley 

30  Collin Rickey 

Kudos to our “Essential Workers”, Pat Arney 

(Treasurer), and Kandie Wood (Financial Secre-

tary).  Even though the church office is closed, 

they continue to pay the bills and post the offer-

ings.  Thanks, ladies! 

Something NEW has been added ! 
 
Your donations can now be made online! 

Go to our website at: 
www.parchmentumc.org 

 
Click on the Donate Online link listed on 
the left side of the Home Page. 
                   Then... 
   Click on this button. 
 
Donations can be made to the 
General Fund, or to Ministry Shares, and 
may be set up for a one-time donation, 
or recurring donations. 

THE BLESSING BOX 
 

Located on the west side of Parchment UMC, 
by the mail box and handicap parking. 
Take what you need; give what you can. 



 

 

LAY LEADER REPORT 

 

I’m maintaining contact with Pastor Thom several times per week . 

 

I keep myself available for grocery shopping for anyone that needs it (269-352-6683). I continue 

to make contact with our congregation to check on their well-being.  I have been watching the 

Blessing Box on a daily basis and have met some people as they are adding to it and, sadly, others 

that have the need to remove things from it.  I am active in pursuing scholarship funds from the 

Lunt Fund for our graduates (and recent graduates).  I hope to have funds available for this com-

ing fall.  Applications will be available online at the church website - www.parchmentumc.org. 

 

Lastly, I am part of a group of council members that are discussing the safest way of re-opening 

the church when the restrictions are lifted.  

 

The end is coming.  Meanwhile, stay home and stay safe. 

 

        Jim Pierce 

Coming Soon! Parchment Church Family Groups (PCFG)  

Taking a page from the early Methodist Church and John Wesley, I am 
organizing our congregation into Church Family Groups. Each group will 
have a leader, and about 7 or 8 households. 
 
The Family Group leader will be communicating with the Family group 
via phone, email, or other means. The purpose of this is to share prayer, 
share news, and stay connected.  
 
I will be the Church Family Group leader of the leaders! So, I will have a 
group, and everyone else will have a group.  
 
We may need to think about a different name, but the idea is that a weekly touch point can help us 
all remain connected, loved, and cared for, as well as help the Pastor (me) know what is going on 
with everyone.  
 
I believe this will help us as a church. So, stay tuned! The families are being formed up, the leaders 
are being recruited, and we will stay connected! 
 
Pastor Thom 



 

 
THE PAGE 5 
FUNNIES 

HELP WANTED 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

 
Parchment United Methodist Church is seeking an individual to fill a part-time position in their church 
office.  Hours consist of 4 hours/day, 4 days/week. 
 
Interested persons must have good interpersonal skills, be familiar with social networks, and experi-
enced in the use of computer programs (i.e., Word, Excel, Publisher).  Resumes may be submitted to 
the church office.  Mail to:  Parchment United Methodist Church, 225 Glendale Boulevard, Parchment, 
MI 49004  Call:  (269) 344-0125  email: umcparchment@gmail.com 



 

 

Come as you are! 
We welcome you, we love you, and offer HOPE! 

Parchment United Methodist Church 
225 Glendale Blvd. 

Parchment, MI  49004 

Like us on Facebook! 

OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday—Thursday 

9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

2020 


